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The OECD* has adopted two new alternatives to animal testing, 
 developed by L’Oréal,  

to assess skin allergy and eye irritation. 
 

 

Clichy, 23 November 2017 - On 9 October the OECD* announced that it had accepted the U-SENS™ method (to 
predict sensitizing potential) and the HCE EIT** method (to detect the eye irritation potential of chemicals), both 
of which can be used in place of animal testing. This adoption by the OECD will enable all industries to use these 
two alternative methods developed by L’Oréal’s research laboratories.  

"Forty years of research into skin reconstruction and alternative methods are now bearing fruit" said Laurent 
ATTAL, Executive Vice-President Research and Innovation at L'Oréal. "This is a major breakthrough in the 
replacement of animal testing". 

In order to guarantee consumer safety, it is imperative that the cosmetics industry ensures that the ingredients 
present in the finished product have no undesirable effects, such as skin allergy or eye irritation. Since the EU 
banned animal testing in 2013, alternative in vitro methods have been developed to predict these potential side 
effects.  

Skin allergy is a delayed immunological reaction that occurs following repeated contact with a sensitizing 
substance from the environment, a chemical or a cosmetic product. This reaction is the result of a complex 
mechanism that triggers a series of inflammatory reactions on the skin. The U-SENS™ method for detecting and 
predicting a skin allergy, developed in L'Oréal's laboratories, is based on tests performed in vitro on human cells 
that express a specific marker of immunity.  In 2016, the EURL-ECVAM*** had judged that the method was 
efficient and reproducible.  

Eye irritation is characterized by an immediate reaction, which may or may not be reversible, that affects the 
cornea or the conjunctiva of the eye. This reaction may lead to redness or a burning sensation. To evaluate eye 
irritation, L'Oréal has developed a method based on a human cornea epithelium model reconstructed in vitro 
(organic tissue), that faithfully reproduces human histological and morphological properties.  The cellular viability 
of this tissue in 3D is measured by a specific protocol.  This HCE EIT** method, which is considered robust and 
relevant, was recognised and validated in 2016 by the EURL-ECVAM***. 

These two scientific methods, developed by L'Oréal's research teams, allow the development of an ever larger 
and more efficient range of alternative assessment methods that avoid the need for animal testing. 

The inclusion of these two methods in the OECD* Test Guidelines in 2017 (TG442E and TG492) amounts to 
international recognition and regulatory acceptance for all industries that may use these tests.  

*OECD: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
**HCE  EIT: Human Corneal Epithelium Eye Irritation Test 
***EURL-ECVAM: European Union Reference Laboratory for Alternatives to Animal Testing 
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About L'Oréal 

  

L’Oréal has devoted itself to beauty for over 100 years. With its unique international portfolio of 34 
diverse and complementary brands, the Group generated sales amounting to 25.8 billion euros in 2016 
and employs 89,300 people worldwide. As the world’s leading beauty company, L’Oréal is present 
across all distribution networks: mass market, department stores, pharmacies and drugstores, hair 
salons, travel retail, branded retail and e-commerce. 

Research and innovation, and a dedicated research team of 3,870 people, are at the core of L’Oréal’s 
strategy, working to meet beauty aspirations all over the world. L’Oréal’s sustainability commitment for 
2020 “Sharing Beauty With All” sets out ambitious sustainable development objectives across the 
Group’s value chain.  

For more information: http://mediaroom.loreal.com/en/ 

 

 

 

“Th is  news  re l ease does  not  cons t i tu te  an o f fer  to  s e l l ,  o r  a  s o l i c i ta t ion  o f  an o f fer  t o  buy  L 'Oréa l  
shares .  I f  you w ish to  obta i n  more comprehens ive in f o rmat ion about  L 'O réa l ,  p l ease re f er  t o  the  pub l i c  
documents  reg is tered i n  France w i th  the Auto r i té  des  Marchés  F inanc iers ,  a ls o  ava i lab le  i n  Eng l i sh  
on our  In te rnet  s i te  www. lo rea l - f i nance .com.  

This  news  re lease may  conta in  s ome fo rward- l ook ing s ta tements .  A l though t he Company  cons iders  
that  these s ta tements  a re  based on reasonable  hypot heses  a t  the  dat e  o f  pub l i ca t ion  o f  th is  re lease,  
they  are  by  the i r  na t ure  sub jec t  to  r i sks  and uncer t a i n t ies  wh ich cou ld  cause ac tua l  resu l t s  to  d i f fe r  
mat er i a l l y  f rom those ind ica ted o r  p ro j ec ted in  t hese s ta tements . ”  

  

Contacts L'ORÉAL (switchboard + 33 1.47.56.70.00)  
 

Individual shareholders  
and market authorities 

Financial analysts and 
institutional investors 

 

 
Journalists 

Jean Régis CAROF Françoise LAUVIN Anne-Laure RICHARD 
Tel : + 33 (0)1.47.56.83.02 Tel : +33 (0)1.47.56.86.82 Tel : + 33 (0)1.47.56.80.68 

 
jean-regis.carof@loreal.com francoise.lauvin@loreal.com  annelaure.richard@loreal.com 

 
For further information, please contact your bank, stockbroker or f inancial  insti tution (I.S.I.N. code: FR0000120321), and consult your usual 

newspapers or magazines or the Internet si te for shareholders and investors, www.loreal-f inance.com,the L’Oréal Finance app or cal l  the 
tol l-free number from France: 0.800.66.66.66. 
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